Eden Historic Landscape Project Report No.l 
Prehistoric Earthworks at Brackenthwaite 


A mysterious hunk underlies (he existing field system at Hraekenthwuile harm near Apple by. 

What w as it far and where does it lead* These were the questions (/hit led members of the group to 
imestiga/e the area on a w indy Jay last summer 


UrnL'fllhwitllr Kami 

lit ackcttlhw arte means clearing with 
btucketi tn Old Scandinavian However 
apart from the bracket there is little 
evidence for Scandinavian occupation Hie 
earliest map showing tlw las in in it* piesenl 
form date* to IK4H and illustrates a field 
system link changed Itutn UkIuv 
H rackcnthuuitc tv also mentioned in the 
Indusurc Award of 1774 (hough Uictc i\ no 
view round of held boundaries relating to 
tluf time 

Hencalh the present field system la an 
earthen bunk In places the stone walls run 
on top of it but immediate!v tvliitui 
Hrackenlhwaitc form the bank runs 
diagonal h ucrox* the prevent field ostein 
ll is preserved to a belter extern ui some 
fields than in others where it was death 
considered a nuisance h\ formers in (be 
I last In two fields the bank has been 
ploughed out and bar civ survives as a mark 
in the pustuic In others it luis survived well 
and can be seen dcarlv as a linear hank 
flanked b> two ditches, one uii each side 

Field Survey 

lhe aun of the survey was to record the 
extent of the earthwork and pint its poeiiUou 
on ail OS map Wc were able to xlvuw that 
the hunk survives ui some lunn for 
approximately 
two and a half 
kilometers The 
map below drew* 
the extent o( live 
hunk which rum 
Irovn kcislcv 
I leek al one end. 
to 

a p«>int marked D 
mi the map clow 
to Murlon Deck t 
live dashed line 
at C murks the 
area of the I tank 
which lux been 
laigch destiuNcd 
B marks the 
posit ton of 
Hrackenlhwaitc 
I arm) 

I he hunk is 
constructed fruni 
U wider clav and 
stands 11 Hun Inuh 


ill places und is .130cm wide at its base 
lhe drlclies have tilled up over lime und 
arc visible only in a few location* along its 
length 1 he Ivank lus been severely eroded 
and has been cut through in ievent times to 
provide access into the jxcaeni fields. In 
one small field al Sliephexds Cubage the 
bank was completely demolidicd so Uiul 
no trace of it survived. Caused, it seems, 
by the owner keeping pig* iu tbc field 
At pout! I> the hank urine to an end aivd 
no further trace of it could be found 
However at Uus poinl where the bank 
meets the Murlon beck, there i* a high 
bunk an Uie for side of the stream It 
appears Unit the natural landscape was 
used ns a continuation of the earthwork 
forming mi effective boundary along the 
bock side I Ins natural hank cunlinues 
along the beck until it meet* Swine Gill 
This stream runs below Castle Hill 
settlement where it meets up with KmsIcv 
lkxk, Jose to where Uie curthwoik bunk 
begins Could these natural stream banks 
form the otlicr vide of a large enclosure? 

Prehistoric Settlement 

Castle Hill settlement (NY70223U) it u 
(me example of a del ended farmstead ol 
Uie (run Age or Romano* I intnih period, 
perhaps me 2,000 year old or more lhe 
stone iouiwLitium of circular hut* are 


clearh visible as are Uie substantial bunks 
und ditch an losing Uie site! Ay ll Occupies 
a puuuiuait location on a spur ol land above 
llakebndge wood and would once have 
commanded a clear view of (lie land below 
lhe urea outlined bv live earth bunk would 
have been clearly visible from tlu* vantage 
point tn Uie absence of other evidence it 
seem* likdy lliat Uie Kink is associated wiUi 
this NcilJcntetU 

Sumlai *s sterna arc known cUcwhctc ui the 

I dea Valley where these earUi lxuik> arc 
known ua dyke*' At Wailby and Crosby 
GuiiciI linear hoiks have been identified up 
to live kilometer* long associated with 
rectilineal field system* and unenclosed 
setlleinenU dated to tlie Roman period 
There is also evidence for the use of a 
number of steeply banked >U earns as uaturui 
boundaries whlcii supplement tfo* 
constructed dyke sy stem In some areas Uie 
combination of natural and constructed 
boundary feature* allows uv to cixistruci a 
complete picture of prehistoric Und use 
including settlements, small fields and 
large scale enclosure* 

Conclusion* 

II seem* likelv that al Hrackeiithwaile wc 
can identify a* similar *\stem to those 
identified at Woitln and Crotdw Garrett 
wiUi a large area Jiavitig lieeti eixloved In 
lhe prehistoric iniiafotants ol Castle lull 
settlement Wc have identified holJ of the 
enclosure a> an earth kink and it is Icasible 
licit Uie oUier Italf wax bounded by Uie higli 
tided stream bunks that delineate a large 
urea within view of the settlement 
Alllkitigh we have tad dated the hunk, bv 
association with the settlement it Is either 
late Iron Age or Kontano Hnlish rn origin 

Purpose 

The dyke could have been purely a 
territorial boundary delineating the area 
under the contiol of like settlement U|unlh 
it could tor in port ol Uie agiiculiruat 
landscape of these prehistoric laiwess I Iw 
bunk nuv have enclosed an area of pasture 
used lor giusing stock in (lie wtnlei It would 
nerve not unk to keep uminals sale within 
the eix Insure Ixit could feasibly have been 
ttwd to keep llvem nut during Uie summer 
moot It* allowing the laud to recover lot Uie 
next winter's gni/mg 
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